CHAPTER

Goodwood Cup, my Lord; the Doncasier. This pair
of flagons for his Highness the Khedive, something quite
new. Yes, par eel-gilt, the only style now; it gives relief
to design : yes, by Monti, a great man, hardly inferior to
Flaxman, if at all. Flaxman worked for Rundell and
Bridge in the old days, one of the principal causes of their
success. Your Lordship's gold service was supplied by
Rundell and Bridge. Very fine service indeed, much by
Flaxman : nothing of that kind seen now.'

* I never did see it,' said Lothair.    He was replying to
Mr. Ruby, a celebrated jeweller and goldsmith, in a cele-
brated street, who had saluted him when be had entered
the shop, and called the attention of Lothair to a group of
treasures of art.

* Strange,' said Mr. Ruby, smiling.    * It is in the next
room, if your Lordship would like to see it.    I think your
Lordship should see your gold service.    Mr, Putney Giles
ordered it here to be examined and put in order.'

* I should like to see it very much,' said Lothair, * though
I came to speak to you about something else/

And so Lothair, following Mr. Ruby into an inner apart-
ment, had the gratification, for the first time, of seeing his
own service of gold plate laid out in completeness, and
which had been for some time exhibited to the daily admir-
ation of that favoured portion of the English people who
frequent the brilliant and glowing counters of Mr. Ruby.

Not that Lothair was embarrassed by their presence at
this moment. The hour of their arrival had not yet come.
Business had not long commenced when Lothair entered
the shop, somewhat to the surprise of its master. Those